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from our Dean 

Students, 
Mrs Katherine 
Boomer 
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FAREWELL TO OUR 

CHITRALADA
SCHOOL STUDENTS

7 May 2026
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Grace Thanasothorn Khaopuun CharoonpongNays Bantadtan
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2 July 2026

FAREWELL TO OUR LEAVING 

LEADERS TERM 2
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Isabel Lasmartres
Felicitas Seraphim

Mina Ohta Rubie Schuster
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Mina Ohta

 I studied at OGHS for about 6 
months.

 I love to study with nice teachers at 
OGHS. Every teacher is nice to me.

 Most memorable is that I could meet 
friends from di erent countries.

 I enjoyed the homestay experience. 
I have a li le host sister. She is  
years old and so cute. I enjoyed 
playing with her. Also I loved the 
dinner my host mother made for me. 
It was really nice.

 It was really hard to take every class 
in English when I rst came here  
but now I feel like a li le bit more 
con dent about my English skills.
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I enjoyed the homestay experience. I have 
a li le host sister. She is  years old and so 

cute. I enjoyed playing with her. Also I loved 
the dinner my host mother made for me. It 

was really nice.

 Yes I would because this experience has become 
very important for my life. Also people are nice to 
interna onal students.

 Good luck!
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Isabel Lasmartres 
Bianchi  I studied at OGHS for one term only  although I wish I stayed 

longer.

 I loved having the opportunity to choose which classes I wanted 
to take instead of being forced to study something I didn’t like. I 
also loved the school’s classrooms and all of the di erent ac vi es 
organised by the school.

 Making Kiwi friends and hanging out with them during the 
weekends  also being part of uel p ridays and ge ng to cook 
with my friends.

 I felt very comfortable and happy with my homestay family. They 
are one of the nicest and kindest people I’ve had the pleasure of 
mee ng. They took me to visit di erent places and we are all very 
outspoken about everything.

Be that version of yourself that you refuse to 
be back home; maybe you feel embarrassed 

about your personality or interests but I 
promise there’s a lot of people who are willing 
to connect with you if you are being yourself. 

Also  loosen up. Everyone is willing to be 
friends with you if you ask them.
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 oosening up at the me of making friends and also 
ge ng to know a lot of di erent cultures that are 
very di erent from my own.

 I would de nitely encourage other students to 
study at OGHS. My me here has been the best and 
everyone I’ve met is excep onally kind and willing 
to help. There’s also a huge variety of classes  clubs  
sports to choose from.

         

 Be that version of yourself that you refuse to be 
back home; maybe you feel embarrassed about 
your personality or interests but I promise there’s a 
lot of people who are willing to connect with you if 
you are being yourself. Also  loosen up. Everyone is 
willing to be friends with you if you ask them.

I felt very 
comfortable and 
happy with my 

homestay family. 
They are one of the 
nicest and kindest 
people I’ve had the 

pleasure of mee ng. 
They took me to 

visit di erent places 
and we are all very 
outspoken about 

everything.

 19



 Terms

OGHS o ers many fun subjects that were new 
to me.

The trip to Borland was an amazing and unique 
experience. I got to see a lot of New Zealand’s 
nature and I did fun ac vi es there.

My host family was welcoming  helpful and 
nice. They showed me Dunedin and took me to 

anaka  ueenstown and Alexandra.

I got be er at talking in English  especially to 
strangers.
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 Yes  the people I met here were nice and I had a lot 
of fun during my stay here.

 Try as many things as you can even if you are not 
sure if you are going to like them.

My host family was 
welcoming  helpful 

and nice. They showed 
me Dunedin and 

took me to anaka  
ueenstown and 

Alexandra.
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Rubie Schuster

      I studied at OGHS for  terms.

 I loved the variety of clubs and par cipated in rock 
climbing  sur ng  handball  badminton  kni ng 
club  library club and played ute in concert band.

     

   I will never forget my rst rock climbing trip to 
Christchurch because I didn’t know anyone before 
we went on the trip and it ended up being one of the 
best experiences in my whole me in New Zealand. 
A er that  I had a lot of friends in rock climbing  but 
also in normal classes.
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    My homestay family is really nice and I 
always felt welcomed and at home with 
them. We went on a few trips together which 
were memorable. This was the rst me 
my homestay family hosted a vegetarian 
student  so I appreciate the large variety of 
vegetarian meals that they made especially 
for me. Overall  I really enjoyed the me with 
my host family.

    

 I think I have become more open minded and 
can talk with people be er than before and 
obviously my English is way be er now.

 I would really recommend going to OGHS  
especially when you went to a mixed school 
before  it is fun to experience something new. 
But I also liked OGHS  because of so many 
di erent op ons for clubs  sports  cultural 
events and trips with the interna onals.

      

 My advice for everyone who is thinking about 
studying abroad is just do it; at least that’s 
what I did. You’ll worry a lot if everything will 
work out alright and so did I  but it will. You 
might feel a li le bit lost at rst  but then 
you’re going to make such good friendships 
and it will be the best me you ever had.

I will never forget my 
rst rock climbing 

trip to Christchurch 
because I didn’t know 

anyone before we 
went on the trip and it 
ended up being one of 
the best experiences in 
my whole me in New 
Zealand. A er that  I 
had a lot of friends in 

rock climbing  but also 
in normal classes.
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Felicitas Seraphim

 Two terms. 

 Everyone was super friendly and 
OGHS o ers so many cool subjects 
so that you can learn a lot of di erent 
things that you don’t learn in 
Germany.  

 The trip to Borland was amazing. 
We did amazing ac vi es  such as 
kayaking and climbing and I saw a lot 
of New Zealand’s nature  for example 
a kea.

 They were super nice and welcoming. 
They also took me on trips to Wanaka 
and places around New Zealand.

 It made me more con dent in talking 
English to new people.  

 Yes  because my stay was super fun 
and everyone I met was really nice. 

24 



 Talk to new people who live in New Zealand and try 
to do as many new things as 

The trip to Borland 
was amazing. 

We did amazing 
ac vi es  such 

as kayaking and 
climbing  and I 

saw a lot of New 
Zealand’s nature  for 

example a kea.
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FAREWELL TO OUR LEAVING 

LEADERS TERM 3

Yurika Moriya

Flora Janke
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Yurika Moriya

 or one month.

 I loved how friendly and welcoming 
everyone was at OGHS. I really enjoyed 
spending me with my new friends 
and also interac ng with some other 
Japanese students. The classes in 
English  especially maths and sciences  
were hard for me to understand at rst  
but it made me feel that I should study 
English more.

 Cultural day. I enjoyed preparing fruit 
punch with my sister and two Japanese 
students. Also the event showed 
me many di erent cultures  cultural 
diversity in OGHS  and the importance 
of value our own cultures.

 Yes  I really enjoyed my homestay 
experience. My homestay family was 
so kind and they took me to many 
famous places in Dunedin and also to 

ueenstown once. I’m really grateful 
that they always included my sister in 
our ou ngs and made opportuni es 
for us. My host sister  ucia Shen  was 
really kind to me at home and at school.
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 My experience at OGHS made me more con dent 
in speaking English and communica ng with people 
from di erent backgrounds. At rst  I was nervous 
about speaking English since I thought I must speak 
perfect  English. However  talking in English with 

my new friends and homestay family  I started to 
think that I don’t have to speak “perfect” English but 
to speak my mind. I want to talk is important and I 
don’t think it’s only in English. Now I am not afraid 
of making mistakes like I was before. This experience 
made me con dent.

 Yes  de nitely! I would encourage other interna onal 
students to study at OGHS because everyone is 
very friendly and welcoming which helped me 
feel comfortable in a new environment. I enjoyed 
spending me with my friends and teachers and 
experiencing a di erent school life from Japan. I 
think studying at OGHS is a great opportunity to 
learn English and make unforge able memories.

 My advice is to talk to as many local people as 
possible  even if they are studying abroad as a part 
of a group from Japan. It can be easy to spend me 
with other Japanese students because they feel 
comfortable with them  but talking with na ve 
English speakers would be a great experience to 
improve their English and learn about the local 
culture. Also  not to be afraid of making mistakes. 
Just try to speak English and enjoy the experience.

I really enjoyed my homestay experience. My 
homestay family was so kind and they took me 

to many famous places in Dunedin and also once 
to ueenstown. I’m really grateful that they 

always included my sister in our ou ngs and made 
opportuni es for us. My host sister  ucia Shen  

was really kind to me at home and at school.
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Flora Janke

  weeks in Term  6.

 The people; I have a lot of friends 
here now from the community and 
also my hockey team. I played for 
the Otago Girls’ hockey team  and I 
also played for a club team. It was 
really good.

 It was my birthday. My friends 
surprised me with a small birthday 
party at school. That was so kind of 
them and it is a memory that I will 
never forget. 

 My host family is super nice. I felt 
really comfortable. They helped me 
with everything; they are like a real 
family for me in Dunedin. I didn’t 
really miss my family in Germany. 
They showed me some places and 
did some hikes with me which was 
super cool.
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My favourite part of studying at Otago
Girls’ is that I love the people  I have a lot of
friends here now. I love the community and 
also my hockey team. I played for the Otago 

Girls’hockey team  and I also played for a 
club team. It was really good!

 It is easier for me now to talk to new people and 
have an open mind. 

 Yes  de nitely because it was the best decision 
that I made. And although I was a bit scared at the 
beginning  everything went so well and I don’t regret 
anything (unless that I should have stayed longer).        

 You don’t have to be scared because you will 
nd someone who will help you and it is a good 

opportunity to learn more about yourself. Don’t 
overthink it. 
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6 May 2026

AWARDS
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Student-Led 

30 April 2026
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Year 12 Outdoor 

2 May 2026
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2 May 2026

34 



Parents Visit from Thailand
4 May 2026
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Year 12 Science Trip
6 May 2026
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Parents Visit from Japan
6 May 2026
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Visits from Thailand
9 May 2026

Otago Girls’ Hosts Rugby Tournament
12 May 2026
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15 May 2026

New Term 2 
Student  from 
China
13 May 2026

 39



Pink Shirt Day
16 May 2026
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22 May 2026
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Climbing Wall
28 May 2026
Cli bi W ll
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Talented Sailors
31 May 2026

Award Recipients: 

Week
3 June 2026

 43



The Big Sing Choir 
Performance
9 June 2026
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Library Day
9 June 2026
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15 June 2026

Theatre At Its Best
18 June 2026
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Cuteness Overload!
23 June 2026
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Chemists at the University of Otago
23 June 2026

Rugby Win in the Rain
25 June 2026
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from Japanese 
CEO
1 July 2026
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First New Student for 
Term 3
13 July 2026

Parents Equally As Excited 
as New Students
15 July 2026
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Sunny Skies and                  
New Arrivals
19 July 2026
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Flight Delays
22 July 2026

Keeping It In the Family
25 July 2026
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Visit from Our Sister 
School In Japan
30 July 2026
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Resistance Climbing
1 August 2026
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Cultural Day
3 August 2026
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Success in Maths & 

7 August 2026

Year 11 Digital 
Technology Class 

13 August 2026
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Cross Country Skiing 
Adventure
14 August 2026

58 



21 August 2026
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First Two Students From 
Dubai
25 August 2026
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Kayak Training in Outdoor 

27 August 2026
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Special Weaving Class
27 August 2026

27 August 2026
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 63



Ski Trip 2026
27 August 2026
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Year 12 Formal
29 August 2026
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Ice Hockey Fun
29 August 2026

66



Tunnel Beach & Baldwin Street
10 September 2026

 67



Monarch Wildlife Cruise
12 September 2026

68



Waitaki Tour
15 September 2026

 69



Film Club
20 September 2026

Leavers’ Ceremony
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Term 3 Farewell Party
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STUDENT ARTICLES
Geography Camp
By Mina Ohta
15 May 2026
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Rugby Cup
By Sumika Moriya
3 September 2026
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Otago Girls’ High School 

Ada Hu and Sumika Moriya
7 September 2026
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Alumna Antonia Barten 
Studies Once Again at 
Otago Girls’ High School 
6 August 2026

ALUMNI NEWS
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Rose Gilani Katherine Boomer   

Credits
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